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Concept of anthropology and its research areas (from
the same origin as Chinese sociology)

Traditional anthropology focuses on ancient people,
primitive tribes, indigenous peoples in respects of
archeological, physical, linguistic and cultural studies.

Modern anthropology extended to the studies of
nations and ethnic groups in modern nation-states.

Contemporary anthropology includes all national and
ethnic phenomena in ancient and modern societies. 36
disciplines were defined in the 15th IAE Conference.
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Concept

Concepts and research areas of ethnology in China

Closely related to the introduction of anthropology into
China and its later development. From 1900 to 1949, we
adopted the western concepts, methods and types.

After 1949, we adopted the Stalin’s ethnic concepts and
theories, Iimplement ethnic recognition movement,
establish ethnic minorities’ autonomous regions. Up till
now, there are 5 provincial-level autonomous regions, 30
more autonomous prefectures, 120 more autonomous
counties, and other autonomous townships as well.
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Concept

Overseas theories on nationalism :
People or ethnic group—nation—state: nation-state
Concepts and types of nation in China

Early Chinese national theories borrowed western concepts of
nationalism

The ethnic recognition movement after 1949 defined Chinese concept
of “nation”: the ethnic groups in the nation-state of China are called
“Chinese”. There are 56 ethnic groups in China, i.e. over 94% Han

people and the other 55 ethnic minority people.
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Concept

Therefore, the Chinese concept of nation contains
three meanings: the “Chinese” of the total population,
56 ethnic groups, 55 ethnic minorities.

Both in customs and academia, the ethnic study in
China means the studies on “ethnic minorities”. The
ethnic policy also means the policies on ethnic
minorities, particularly the autonomous policies in
ethnic minorities’ regions (The Autonomous Law in
Ethnic Minorities’ Regions) and other preference
policies.
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The development periods

1. Introduction and formation period(1903 ~ 1949)

(1) Introduction and rudiment period (1900~1928)
(2) Early establishing period (1928~1937)

(3) Budding prosperous period (1938~1949)

2. Reform and development period (1950~1977)

3. Restoration and re-development period (1978 ~ )
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Period (1900 -- 1928 )

Ethnology and anthropology was introduced into
China during the end of 19th century to 1920s. Nearly
all important works on different theories were
translated into Chinese during this period.
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Peoples and Works
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~Early establishing period
(1928--1937)

Department of ethnology and anthropology or courses
were established in many universities. In 1928, an
ethnological branch headed by Cai Yuanpei was
established in Academia Sinica. In 1934, Chinese
Society of Ethnology was established in Nanjing.
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BAE (1902—1991)



PR3 (1910—2005)
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‘Budding prosperous pericd/
(1938--1949 )

Western theories were put into the practice of social
investigation and research in China. Innovation and
development were realized both in theory and method. Studies
on practice, history, local community were emphasized.

Studies of ethnic minorities in the west and border areas
Marxism and Chinese ethnology and anthropology
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"Reform and development
period (1950--1978)

Two movements during this period: self-reform and
ethnic recognition. The former is the total denial of
“western capitalist ethnology” while adopting the
Soviet mode of ethnology. Chinese ethnology played
an important role in the latter movement and
accumulated abundant ethnographic data.
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“Self-reform” period (mid-1950s)
During this period, the establishment of a research
department in Central Minzu College, Institute of

Ethnology and other Minzu colleges around the
country signified a new period of Chinese ethnology.



“Ethnic Recognition and Socia'r/
Historical Survey

From 1950, Chinese ethnologists assisted in the
government's initiative of 14-year-long ethnic
recognition movement and 8-year-long ethnic social
historical survey, and reached a preliminary
conclusion on the nature of ethnic societies in China.
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Stagnation period during the cultural revolution

Some ethnologists were gathered in the Central Minzu
College to compile serial books on ethnic minorities
and translate data on border and ethnic studies in the
later period of the cultural revolution.

A Brief Introduction to Ethnic Minorities in China, 12
volumes; An Excerpt of Ethnic Issues, 13 volumes
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development period (1978--)

In 1978, ethnology was put on par with philosophy, law,
economics, history in the 5th National People’s Congress,
signifying a rebirth of ethnology in China.

Chinese ethnology went through three significant changes:
courses of ethnology and anthropology were opened in
scores of universities; became a member of international
society of ethnology; a Chinese school of ethnology came
into being.



Teaching and research institutions

Restoration and reconstruction period (1980s)

During this period, the teaching and research
institutions of ethnology and anthropology was
restored in many universities. Journals, special
columns, overseas works were also published.
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“Ethnographical surveys since

1980s

There are four aims concerning about the surveys:

continue the ethnic recognition movement starting
from 1950s;

focus on the status and development in the ethnic
minorities’ areas;

aimed at the socio-economic development of the
ethnic groups with fewer population;

oriented at the fieldwork in the villages.



e Supplementary surveys around Five Serial Books on
Ethnic Issues (1979-1985)

e In 1992, CASS implemented “The Status and
Development Survey of Chinese Ethnic Minorities”,
which was carried out by Institute of Ethnology.
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Introductions to |IEA

[EA (originally named Institute of Ethnology) was
founded in 1958, which is subordinated to Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences. In 1962, Institute of
Ethnic Linguistics (founded in 1956, subordinated to
Chinese Academy of Sciences) was integrated with it.

In 2002, Institute of Ethnology was renamed IEA.

As of Oct.,2012, there are 156 staff members, among
them, 59 from 25 ethnic groups, over 8o senior
researchers.
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~ Future Prospects and Construction

Aims

In 2013, IEA will be a testing unit of carrying out
Innovation Projects initiated by CASS, which is aimed
at reforms in research system and mechanism.
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Aims of IEA’s Innovation Pro!ects

Maintain and create advantages in basic resear
being an important center of ethnic studies

Divert to countermeasure and experiment studies,
intensify the “think-tank” function in ethnic issues,
development of ethnic minorities’ areas, and the
stability of border areas

Strengthen the rescue and protection of ethnic
languages and cultural heritages which are on the
verge of extinction



Iscipline

Aims and Functions

Research subjects

Research areas

Discipline reliance

Academic platform

technical and material
supports

Leadership
management

Research
management




Fulfill the above three positionings

Protection of ethnic languages and
cultural heritages




( 1 emphasis 2 layouts 4 areas

the development of ethnic minorities and regions
2 layouts Han people, overseas Chinese, immigrants

Cross-border ethnic groups. overseas nations:
Territory disputes, allocation of resources and rights
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contemporary study



Research centers




ethnic linguistics and
Phonetijce labs
Visual ang audio pPlatforme
fieldworj database

information networks

library informatijop, center

acquisition, Maintenance
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Reforms in research system and mechanism

1. Innovations in research and management systems

2. Innovations in human resources and position
management

3. Innovations in resources allocation and research
fund management

4. Innovations in academic achievements and
personnel evaluation systems
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New research projects

Nation-wide social sciences projects

CASS- and IEA-wide innovation projects

1. collective projects: difficult to push forward

2. innovation projects: position +research funds
3. subsidized projects on discipline construction
4. individually subsidized projects

5. department projects

6. fieldwork projects
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Conclusion

History of the development of ethnology and anthropology
in China; introductions to IEA and its recent reform
scenarios

A brief history, but has great impacts on politics, economy
and sciences

As a research center, IEA has obvious advantages, but also
faces growing competitions. Innovation Projects will lead
us into a new development period.

Aims of reform: deepen reforms on system and mechanism;
enhance internal and external exchanges; introduction of
high-level talents; improve academic achievements and
impacts
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